Community mourning loss of church building
As WDN reporters provided live coverage of a ﬁre at Trinity Baptist Church, the comment section on the WDN’s
Facebook page instantly ﬁlled with concerns and well-wishes from community members. Dozens of people said they
were saying prayers for the congregation and ﬁreﬁghters.
Here are three of the comments.
• Charlotte K. Lowrie “My ancestors built the sanctuary of that church. It started out as a church in the country near
Corn. Then we moved it to town. It was Zion Congregational Church. So sad to see this.”
• Debbie Garrison “Praying for the ﬁreﬁghters battling this ﬁre. Praying for the members of this congregation. “
• Kathy Neufeld “We were just getting ready to celebrate our 50th year as a congregation. Probably have it
somewhere else. God will provide.”
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►
Community enjoys the
Halloween weekend
by celebrating at the
Route 66 Nights Boo
Bash. See more inside.

‘We love cooking Thanksgiving’
Kimberly Lippencott
WDN Reporter
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Weatherford Fire Department responds to a fire Tuesday
afternoon at Trinity Baptist Church structure at 901 W. Huber
Ave.

Thanksgiving is just a few short weeks away, and while many cherish the day as their
favorite holiday, others do not get to celebrate with their loved ones. Expenses, work
schedules, familial relationships, and proximity to loved ones keep many people from
experiencing the joy so many feel on Thanksgiving.
One local family is looking to rectify that. On November 24, Thanksgiving Day, Allen
and Red Buller with their son RJ are hosting a community feast.
The event will take place from 2-6 p.m. at the Pioneer Center, and all who attend will
be served a Thanksgiving meal complete with all the traditional ﬁxings.
“We love cooking Thanksgiving, and I always make way too much,” Red said.

•Please see Thanksgiving,
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Local astronaut may command U.S.-Russian flight
EDITOR’S NOTE: this story first appeared
in the November 2, 1972, edition of the
Weatherford Daily News, 50 years ago today,
about Lt. Gen. Thomas P. Stafford’s chance to
commence a U.S.-Russian space flight.

June 1971.
Since that tragedy, a revamp of Russian spacecraft
design has slowed the Russian program. Stafford
reported the Russian craft has more controls from the
ground where Americans leave much of the control up
to the men in the spacecraft.
Stafford, who left Russia only recently, reported he
left Russia with the impression the Russians would
be making a space flight soon but he did not know
the Russian venture would be a manned orbital space
station.
No official crew announcement for the joint flight
will be made until next spring. The crew will have three
astronauts, the Russians will have two Cosmonauts in
their craft.
Donald K. “Deke” Slayton, director of NASA flight
crew operations and head of the astronaut corps also
is one of the astronauts being considered for the crew
which will be selected by top NASA management.
Slayton, grounded with a heart condition, after being
one of the original Mercury astronauts was certified for
space flight last March.

Weatherford’s most famous personality of the space
age, Astronaut Thomas P. Stafford, son of Mrs. Mary
E. Stafford, may be on the history-making crew of
the first joint American-Russian space flight.
According to a United Press International
release last weekend from the Houston Space
Center, Stafford is being considered for the job as
commander for the venture.
Stafford has just returned from Russia where he has
been studying the Soviet Soyuz spacecraft and the
Russian space language.
Stafford, a veteran of two Gemini flights and
commander of the Apollo 10 flight said “Their
simulators are a lot like ours, but the main difference
is in the master controls.”
Stafford practiced docking maneuvers in the Soyuz
and said “As far as the docking simulation displays,
they’re exactly like ours. It wasn’t hard to dock after
I learned the switches.”
Stafford reported the Russians have made some
major changes in their spacecraft since three
Cosmonauts died in the Russian’s last space flight in
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◄
Col. Tom Stafford, Weatherford’s veteran astronaut
is considered a leading candidate to command the
first joint American-Russian space venture.
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Chatterbox

Do you have information for the WDN Chatterbox? Call (580) 772-3301. Jerry Waldrop, a volunteer of Veterans Corner, Highway 9 in
Norman, will be at the Heartland Museum in Weatherford from 9 a.m. to noon Friday, November 4, to aid veterans in filing for disability
benefits. Veterans need to bring their DD-214. Happy Birthday to WDN Facebook friends Katie Jo Buller, Mary Brown, Tina

Stevens, Deborah Melton, Stevi Brown, Jamie Tanner, Kristy Ann, Kim Fulton, Florence Lucy Lewis, Paul
Pankhurst, Kortney Fieselman and Sue Fitzgerald.

